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" There is a very pretty young man above, who without doubt
would shortly become a first-rate amateur."
" Why does not he appear ?" said the Countess.
"I will bring him/' cried Philina, hastening to the door.
She found our friend still occupied with Mignon; she per-
suaded him to come down. He followed her with some reluct-
ance ; yet curiosity impelled him: for hearing that the family
were people of rank, he longed much to know more of them. On
entering the room his eyes met those of the Countess, which
were directed towards him. Philina led him to the lady, while
the Count was busied with the rest. Wilhelm made his bow ;
and replied to several questions from the fair dame, not without
confusion of mind. Her beauty and youth, her graceful dignity
and refined manner, made the most delightful impression on him;
and the more so, as her words and looks were accompanied with
a certain bashfulness, one might almost say embarrassment. He
was likewise introduced to the Count, who however took no spe-
cial notice of him; but went to the window with his lady, and
seemed to ask her about something. It was easy to observe that
her opinion accorded strongly with his own; that she even tried
to persuade him, and strengthen him in his intentions.
In a short while, he turned round to the company, and said:
" I must not stay at present, but I will send a friend to you; and
if you make reasonable proposals, and will take very great pains,
I am not disinclined to let you play at the Castle."
All testified their joy at this ; Philina in particular kissed the
hands of the Countess with the greatest vivacity.
"Look you, little thing," said the lady, patting the cheeks
of the Hght-minded girl, " look you, child, you shall come to me
again; I will keep my promise; only you must dress better."
Philina stated in excuse that she had little to lay out upon her
wardrobe; and the Countess immediately ordered her waiting-
maids to bring from the carriage a silk neckerchief and an English
hat, the articles easiest to come at, and give them to her new
favourite. The Countess herself then decked Philina, who con-
tinued very neatly to support, by her looks and conduct, that
saint-like, guiltless character she had assumed at first.
The Count took his lady's hand and led her down. She bowed
to the whole company with a friendly air, in passing by them; she
toned round again towards Wilhelm, and said to him, with the
most gracious mien : " We shall soon meet again."

